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Greetings,

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I welcome each of you to the 2026 UNCF Baltimore 
Masked Ball. Your presence here reflects a profound commitment to the power of education 
and the belief that together, we can build a brighter future for our communities.

As we gather in this space, let us take a moment to acknowledge the incredible journeys that 
have brought us here. Each of you represents the collective hope and aspiration of countless 
students striving for excellence. Your dedication to supporting their educational endeavors is 
not just commendable; it is transformative.

To our Leading Sponsors, Johns Hopkins and The Baltimore Community Foundation, I want to 
extend a heartfelt thank you. Your commitment to this mission not only changes lives but also
inspires others to join in this vital work. Together, we are lighting the way to promise and
prosperity while fostering a culture of empowerment and achievement.

As we engage in today’s activities, let us remember the impact of our collective efforts. Each 
conversation, each collaboration and each moment spent together strengthens our mission 
and enhances the lives of those we serve. The education and opportunities we provide are not 
just investments in individual futures; they are investments in the future of our communities 
and our nation.

Let us continue to inspire one another, share our stories and work together to make a lasting 
difference. Together, we can break down barriers and open doors for the next generation of 
leaders, thinkers and innovators.

Thank you for being here and for your belief in the mission of UNCF.

Warm regards,
 

Dr. Michael L. Lomax
President and CEO
UNCF

Dr. Michael L. Lomax
President and CEO, UNCF
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EVENING’S PROGRAM

WELCOME 
Ja Nai Wright and DJ QuickSilva

OPENING REMARKS 
Jerome Jackson 

Development Director, DC Area Office, UNCF
VIDEO REMARKS — MAYOR BRANDON M. SCOTT 

Introduction by Maurice Jenkins Jr. 
Executive Vice President, Chief Development Officer, UNCF

STUDENT IMPACT SPOTLIGHT 
Efe Ahworegba 

Bowie State University / UNCF P&G Scholar 
INVOCATION 

Kevin A. Carr 
Director of Integrated Advancement, Coppin State University

E L E G A N T  D I N I N G
SPECIAL MESSAGE — DR. MICHAEL L. LOMAX 

President and CEO, UNCF
KEYNOTE 

Carlynn Greene  
Founder of Scholarship Guru

Introduction by Maurice Jenkins Jr.
MISSION SPOTLIGHT 

Jessica Brown  
President, The College Gurl Foundation

2026 MASKED AWARD HONOREES
Janet S. Currie 

President, Bank of America Greater Maryland 
Terri Lee Freeman 

President, Reginald F. Lewis Museum
Dr. Sarah Hemminger 

Co-Founder and CEO, Thread
FUEL THE MISSION 
Warren Johnson 

Senior, Benjamin Franklin High School
CLOSING REMARKS 

Ja Nai Wright and DJ QuickSilva
 THE EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT 

Decade’s Band
AFTER PARTY ENTERTAINMENT 

DJ QuickSilva and DJ Shannell B.



MASKED AWARD 
H O N O R E E

Janet S. Currie
President, Bank of America Greater Maryland

Janet S. Currie is the president of Bank of America 
Greater Maryland and market executive for the Local 
Markets Organization. She connects the bank’s 
banking and investment resources to people and 
businesses across the region and leads its efforts 
to advance economic mobility and strengthen 
communities. With more than 30 years in financial 
services, she has held executive roles in consumer 
banking, wealth management and mortgage lending. 
A Spelman College graduate with a master’s degree 
from New York University’s Stern School of Business, 
she serves on numerous civic and nonprofit boards 
and champions women’s professional development 
as executive sponsor of Bank of America’s LEAD for 
Women network.



MASKED AWARD 
H O N O R E E

Terri Lee Freeman
President, Reginald F. Lewis Museum

Terri Lee Freeman is the president of the Reginald 
F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American 
History and Culture. Since joining the museum in 
December 2020, she has guided its strategic direction 
and strengthened its role as a place for education, 
cultural exploration and community dialogue. She 
previously served as president of the National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis and led the Greater 
Washington Community Foundation for 18 years. Her 
career also includes serving as founding executive 
director of the Freddie Mac Foundation. Freeman 
holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Dayton and a master’s degree in organizational 
communication management from Howard University.



MASKED AWARD 
H O N O R E E

Dr. Sarah Hemminger
Co-Founder and CEO, Thread

Dr. Sarah Hemminger Sarah is a social entrepreneur, 
scientist and ice dancer who co-founded Thread, a 
non-profit that harnesses the power of relationships 
to engage exceptional young people facing 
extraordinary opportunity and achievement gaps.

Thread’s innovative, paradigm-shifting model centered 
on reciprocal relationships, has led to exemplary 
outcomes for young people and a deeply knitted diverse 
community of thousands of Baltimoreans. This work 
fuels her belief that building strong relationships 
across lines of difference can transform the lives of all 
involved and weave a more equitable social fabric that 
improves educational, economic and health outcomes.



At time of printing

THANK YOU SPONSORS

GOLD

SILVER

LEADERSHIP COMMITMENT

HBCU AND HIGHER EDUCATION PARTNERS

Thank you for supporting UNCF and helping students get to and through college.



AFTER 
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FEATURING

DJ QuickSilva
AND 

DJ Shannell B.





OVER 70 YEARS OF
SERVICE AND COMMUNITY

Experience the Freedom Advantage.

Freedom has become one of the most
respected financial institutions in
Maryland today. A trusted partner to our
members and community for over 70
years. 
We invite you to get to know us.

freedomfcu.org  •  800-440-4120

Freedom Federal Credit
Union Is a Proud Supporter
of UNCF Baltimore
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@UNCF #UNCFDC UNCF.org/NationalGala

For sponsorship and ticket information,
please contact Tanya R. Sweeney at
202.810.0182, tanya.sweeney@uncf.org
or visit UNCF.org/NationalGala

Wednesday, March 3, 2027

MGM National Harbor Hotel & Casino
101 MGM National Avenue

Oxon Hill, MD

Reception 6 p.m. | Dinner and Program 7 p.m.
Black Tie Attire

An evening of acknowledgment, celebration and legacy 

supporting UNCF’s mission of investing in America’s future 

by getting students to and through college.



FOR SPONSORSHIP OR TICKET INFORMATION
Tanya Sweeney
UNCF Area Development Director
Tanya.Sweeney@UNCF.org  |  202.810.0182

UNCF.org/DMVMLKBREAKFAST

I HAVE A DREAM

SAVE THE DATE
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2027
9 a.m. (EST) Breakfast Celebration 
The Hotel at The University of Maryland
7777 Baltimore Ave, College Park, MD

Tickets: $80 

MLK
BREAKFAST

I HAVE A DREAM

44TH ANNUAL WASHINGTON, DC

WASHINGTON INTER-ALUMNI COUNCIL OF UNCF





A college education changes 
the trajectory of students’ 
lives, ending generations of 
under achievement.

      CRADLE TOCareer

52%OF HBCU 
STUDENTS ARE THE 
FIRST IN THEIR 
FAMILIES TO GO TO 
COLLEGE

@UNCF  #UNCF  UNCF.org/Workplace



Please donate 
and support UNCF



UNCF-MEMBER INSTITUTIONS

Allen University Columbia, SC

Benedict College Columbia, SC

Bennett College Greensboro, NC

Bethune-Cookman University Daytona Beach, FL

Claflin University Orangeburg, SC

Clark Atlanta University Atlanta, GA

Dillard University New Orleans, LA

Edward Waters University Jacksonville, FL

Fisk University Nashville, TN

Florida Memorial University Miami, FL

Huston-Tillotson University Austin, TX

Interdenominational Theological Center Atlanta, GA

Jarvis Christian University Hawkins, TX

Johnson C. Smith University Charlotte, NC

Lane College Jackson, TN

LeMoyne-Owen College Memphis, TN

Livingstone College Salisbury, NC

Miles College Birmingham, AL

Morehouse College Atlanta, GA

Morris College Sumter, SC

Oakwood University Huntsville, AL

Paine College Augusta, GA

Philander Smith University Little Rock, AR

Rust College Holly Springs, MS

Shaw University Raleigh, NC

Spelman College Atlanta, GA

Stillman College Tuscaloosa, AL

Talladega College Talladega, AL

Texas College Tyler, TX

Tougaloo College Tougaloo, MS

Tuskegee University Tuskegee, AL

Virginia Union University Richmond, VA

Voorhees University Denmark, SC

Wilberforce University Wilberforce, OH

Wiley University Marshall, TX

Xavier University New Orleans, LA

UNCF is the nation’s largest and most effective minority education organization. 
To serve youth, the community and the nation, UNCF supports students’ education 
and development through scholarships and other programs, strengthens its 37 
private member colleges and universities and advocates for the importance of 
minority education.  UNCF institutions and other historically black colleges and 
universities are highly effective, awarding 18 % of African American baccalaureate 
degrees. UNCF administers more than 400 programs, including scholarship, 
internship and fellowship, mentoring, summer enrichment and curriculum and 
faculty development programs. Today, UNCF supports more than 60,000 students 
at over 1,000 colleges and universities across the country. Its logo features the 
UNCF torch of leadership in education and its widely recognized motto, “A mind is 
a terrible thing to waste.”® Learn more at UNCF.org.

SUPPORTING HBCUs AND STUDENTS IN NEED LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG/Washington



WHO WE ARE

SUPPORTING HBCUs  
AND STUDENTS IN NEED 
LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG

50,000+
students attending more  
than 1,100 colleges and 
universities and receiving 
UNCF scholarships

36
HBCUs serving 
more than 50,000 
students

100,000+
annual donors including  
major companies, 
foundations  
and individuals

11,000+
scholarships awarded 
annually through more 
than 400 programs

ADVOCACY
for mission driven 
institutions and 
underrepresented students

Last year, UNCF awarded

more than $2.7 Million
in scholarships to 405 

Maryland students.



Tanya Sweeney
Area Development Director, DMV

Jerome Jackson
Development Director, DC Area Office

United Negro College Fund, Inc.
1805 7th St., NW
4th Floor
Washington, DC 20001

SUPPORTING HBCUs AND STUDENTS IN NEED LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG/Washington

Thank You.
When you contribute to UNCF, 

you’re investing in better futures for us all.

@UNCF #UNCFBaltimore UNCF.org/Washington





