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T H E  M A Y O R ’ S  C O U R T  S P O N S O R S

M A Y O R ’ S  M A S K E D  C O U R T  S P O N S O R S

F R I E N D S  O F  U N C F  S P O N S O R S

M A Y O R ’ S  R O Y A L  C O U R T  S P O N S O R

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

Alfonzo Whitaker and Associates PC
Coca-Cola Bottling UNITED

Davis Broadcasting
Fort Valley State University

Fountain City Classic
Fourth Street Baptist Church
Georgia Power Foundation

Hall Booth Smith, P.C.
Huff International Funeral Home

The Committee to Elect Carolyn Hughley
New Birth Outreach Church, Inc
Publix Super Market Charities

SelCorp

AT TIME OF PRINTING

u  Emma Lois Bullock  u
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TA B L E  H O S T S

“A  M I N D  I S . . .” ® ( A M I )  D O N O R S
James Abbate, McDonald’s (Alia East dba)

Davis Bozeman Law Firm
Charlie & Kizzy Griffin, Griffin and Griffin Towing

Stephen Herring, Therapies Leading Care
Gwen Ruff

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Rutledge
Lucas Milton

Nathaniel Sanderson, (FIT) Financial Services, Inc. LLC
Synovus

Kesha Willis

M E D I A  S P O N S O R S 

The Courier Eco Latino Newspaper 
Davis Broadcasting

iHeart Media
PMB Broadcasting, LLC

WRBL CBS 3
WTVM ABC 9

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Gamma Tau Omega / Sister’s Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Rho Omega
Ambose & Friends
BMW of Columbus
David Britt, Muscogee County Tax Commissioner 
Bruce Huff for City Council
Buffalo Wild Wings
Christian Valley Church
Col. (Ret.) Jack and Marsha Collins
Columbus Airport
Delta Life Development Foundation
Dunlap and Lakes, P.C.
Educational Learning & Enrichment Center, Inc.
John Hall
iHeart Radio
Kinetic Credit Union
The Life Church of Columbus
The Links, Inc. Columbus Georgia Chapter

Dr. Beverly Lyn-Cook
Mercedes Benz of Columbus
Muscogee County School District
The Overton Family
Peaceful River Residential Services
Reeds Jewelers
Teddy Representative Reese
Darlene Robinson
Smurfit Westrock
St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Sweet Briar Fines Cigars
Taylor Funeral Home
Winifred B. Torain
Transitional Independence LLC
Gloria Turnage
Urban League of Greater Columbus   
WRBL CBS 3
Wynnton Hill Baptist Church

2026 SPONSORS

AT TIME OF PRINTING
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O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S
Cheryl Renee  

Anchor, WTVM ABC 9
Mistress of Ceremonies

M A Y O R ’ S  R E M A R K S
The Honorable B.H.“Skip” Henderson  

Mayor, Columbus Consolidated Government

G R E E T I N G S

I N V O C A T I O N 
Dr. Walter E. Taylor 

Pastor, The Life Church of Columbus

u D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D  u
 Music provided by

Rev. Roderick & Ronita Baptiste

DJ Chris Kelley

M A S K E D  A W A R D  P R E S E N T A T I O N S 

C H R I S T I N E  B A R K S D A L E  D A W S O N  V O L U N T E E R  A W A R D
Yvette  Gregory 

M A Y O R ’ S  M A S K E D  A W A R D S

  

U N C F  S T U D E N T  T E S T I M O N Y  A N D  F U N D  T H E  M I S S I O N  
Mikayla Ruffin  

UNCF AFLAC Scholar
Junior, Spelman College 

F U N D  T H E  M I S S I O N 
The Honorable Teddy Reese  
Georgia House of Representatives 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 
Patricia Eldridge  

Columbus Campaign Coordinator 

M A S K E D  B A L L  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  
Larry Dodson

(The legendary voice of the  Bar-Kays)

PROGRAM

The Honorable Calvin Smyre 
Former Dean of the Georgia House 

of Representatives

Justine Norman Boyd
Assistant Vice President

UNCF

Justine Norman Boyd
Assistant Vice President

UNCF

Patricia Eldridge
Columbus Campaign Coordinator

Pastor Eric B. and Nina Seldon
 

Emma Lois Bullock
 



PROGRAM

$81For 81 Years  
of Impact

WHY INVEST 
IN UNCF

Scan this code 
to donate and 
support UNCF



Pastor Eric B. Seldon Sr. 
and Nina Seldon

2 0 2 6  M A S K E D  A W A R D  H O N O R E E S

Pastor Eric B. Seldon Sr. is the Senior Pastor at Christian Valley Church in Cataula, GA.  He 
is married to Nina Seldon. They are a well-respected couple whose steadfast leadership 
and unwavering commitment to faith and community have made a lasting and meaningful 
impact. They have one daughter Ashley LaCour, and one son, Eric Seldon, Jr.  He also has 
one grandson, Yashaya LaCour. Seldon recently celebrated his 22nd Pastoral Anniversary at 
Christian Valley. Pastor Seldon loves the Lord and believes that ALL things are possible with 
God being the #1 priority in his life. 

Pastor Eric Seldon is a retired senior vice president at Aflac Inc. where he also served as 
president and CEO of Communicorp Incorporated. Prior to joining Aflac, Seldon was vice 
president of Card Services at Total System Services Inc. He has more than 37 years of 
leadership experience, including more than 26 years with Aflac.

Seldon is a member of the Georgia Minority Supplier Development Council (GMSDC). In 
March 2008, the organization honored Seldon with the “Executive of the Year” award. The 
award recognizes the executive who has consistently demonstrated support for minority-
business development. Additionally, the award honors the executive who operates as an 
integral force in their organization’s Supplier Diversity efforts. In 2012, Seldon was selected 
as one of Atlanta Tribune’s 2012 Men of the Year. With this award, he was recognized as 
an executive advocate for supplier diversity. This award also honors executives with strong 
business acumen, community involvement and being a positive role model.

Seldon is currently on the following boards.  Columbus Technical College, PIAG (Printing 
Industries of America in Georgia), The Chattahoochee River Club, Harris County Chamber of 
Commerce, Communicorp, Inc., and the Harris County Combine Church Leadership Group.

Seldon earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Madison University. He 
is also certified in several other business leadership disciplines. 



Emma Lois BullockPastor Eric B. Seldon Sr. 
and Nina Seldon

2 0 2 6  M A S K E D  A W A R D  H O N O R E E

Emma Lois Bullock is a visionary educational architect, accomplished businesswoman and 
transformational leader whose work has reshaped access to quality education for tens of 
thousands of students.

Her professional journey began at Texas Instruments in Houston, Texas, before transitioning 
into higher education at Texas Southern University, where she served as assistant dean of 
development and assistant professor in the Jesse H. Jones School of Business. Blending 
her business acumen with a deep commitment to community advancement, she founded 
Educational Learning and Enrichment Center, Inc. in 1984, providing academic and 
enrichment services to youth and adults.

In 1998, in partnership with the Houston Independent School District, Mrs. Bullock founded 
Energized for Excellence Academy, Inc., an open-enrollment charter school that would 
grow into a dynamic network of campuses serving pre-kindergarten through 12th grade 
students. Over the past 27 years, her schools have educated more than 76,000 scholars.

Recognizing evolving educational needs, she established Inspired for Excellence Academy 
campuses to serve overage middle-school students and later launched Energized for STEM 
Academy high schools focused on Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. Her 
institutions have earned statewide distinction, including recognition as one of the two most 
distinguished Title I middle schools in Texas among nearly 5,900 eligible campuses.
Mrs. Bullock’s leadership has been widely recognized, including honors as Houston ISD 
“Charter School Principal of the Year” and recipient of the Region IV ESC “Outstanding 
Leadership” Award.

Beyond institutional leadership, she is a steadfast advocate for educational equity and opportunity, 
believing that access to excellence transforms not only individual lives but generations.

Mrs. Bullock was married to the late Attorney James Bullock, retired professor of law at 
Texas Southern University. She is the proud mother of two sons, Joseph (deceased) and 
Brandon; grandmother to Taylor Moore; and godmother to Christopher Robinson, Terry 
Robinson, Kendahl Gardner Lucas, Bridnee King, Madison Belcher and Sydney Yorke.



Access to education 
is the key that unlocks 

a brighter future
••• 

 
It is our pleasure to provide 

educational opportunities today
to help students become the leaders of tomorrow

© & TM CFA Properties, Inc.



Your support makes a difference
We invest in our local communities because we want to see them 
grow and prosper. We willingly and enthusiastically devote ourselves 
because we believe in the strength of service and teamwork.

UNCF, thank you for your commitment and service to the 
community.

wellsfargo.com/impact
© 2025 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. IHA-8416872





As a natural gas provider proudly serving Columbus, Georgia, we are 
committed to strengthening the community we call home. We believe 
in the power of education to open doors for local students and families, 
and we are proud to stand with UNCF in supporting brighter futures and 
lasting opportunity right here in Columbus.

A proud supporter of the 
2026 UNCF Columbus Mayor’s 
Masked Ball.



UNCF COLUMBUS, GA

ON ANOTHER PHENOMENAL MAYOR’S MASKED BALL! THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING

TO SUPPORT HBCUs AND INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF OUR STUDENTS.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

PEACEFUL RIVER 

PAMELA & MILTON FERGUSON AND FAMILY

GRAPHICS BY: BUSINESS WITH PURPOSE CONSULTING AND MARKETING | CHELSEA ARRINGTON BROWN



Marrriott
COLUMBUS

www.ColumbusMarriott.com

Modern, elegant rooms with plush beds, fresh
linens, and refined touches that complement the
hotel’s historic charm to help you wake refreshed
and ready for the day.

COLUMBUS MARRIOTT



SUPPORTING HBCUs AND STUDENTS IN NEED LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG/ColumbusMMB

Thank You.
When you contribute to UNCF, 

you’re investing in better futures for us all.

HOSTS

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND THANKS

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

UNCF
245 Peachtree Center Avenue, NE
Suite 2800
Atlanta, GA 30303

404.302.8623

Justine Boyd
Assistant Vice President
Justine.Boyd@uncf.org

Nikki Gallman
Area Development Director
Nikki.Gallman@uncf.org

Terrion L. Smith
Development Associate
TSmith@uncf.org

@UNCF
#UNCFColumbusGAMMB
#UNCFColumbusGA

The Honorable  B.H. “Skip” Henderson
Mayor, Columbus Consolidated Government

The Honorable Calvin Smyre
Former Dean of the Georgia House of Representatives

 Corporate Chairman Emeritus

Justine Boyd 
Assistant Vice President, UNCF

Patricia Eldridge 
Campaign Coordinator

Christine Barksdale Dawson 
Campaign Advisor

Ann Davis
Campaign Advisor

Shameika Averett
Jack Collins
Shirley Davis
Myleata Eldridge
Jed Harris
Charonda Huff

Charles Huff, Jr
Ralph Huling
Kathy Jones
Lucas Milton
Dominic Overton
Lativia Rivers

Darlene Robinson
Winifred Torian
Gloria Turnage
Taylor Turnage
Miriam Williams
Tameca Williams

Absolute Audio Systems
Rev. Roderick and Ronita Baptiste 

Columbus Convention and Trade Center
DJ Chris Kelley

Eldridge MBS Wellness Center for Women
Huff International Funeral Home
Markeith Horace Photography

Kareem Moore
Sanquita Moore, Reeds Jewelers

R&D Creations LLC


