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Presented By 
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CLOSING REMARKS  
Linda Thompson-Black 
Michelle Harper
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DJ Michael Morris
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Greetings,

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I welcome each of you to the UNCF 
Portland “A Mind Is…®” Gala.  Your presence here reflects a profound commitment 
to the power of education and the belief that together, we can build a brighter 
future for our communities.

As we gather in this space, let us take a moment to acknowledge the incredible 
journeys that have brought us here. Each of you represents the collective hope 
and aspiration of countless students striving for excellence. Your dedication 
to supporting their educational endeavors is not just commendable; it is 
transformative.

To all our sponsors, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you. Your commitment to 
this mission not only changes lives but also inspires others to join in this vital 
work. Together, we are lighting the way to promise and prosperity while fostering a 
culture of empowerment and achievement.

As we engage in today’s activities, let us remember the impact of our collective 
efforts. Each conversation, each collaboration and each moment spent together 
strengthens our mission and enhances the lives of those we serve. The education 
and opportunities we provide are not just investments in individual futures; they 
are investments in the future of our communities and our nation.

Let us continue to inspire one another, share our stories and work together to 
make a lasting difference. Together, we can break down barriers and open doors 
for the next generation of leaders, thinkers and innovators.

Thank you for being here and for your belief in the mission of UNCF.

Warm regards,

Michael L. Lomax, Ph.D.
President and CEO, UNCF
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the UNCF Portland “A Mind Is…®” Gala! I’m deeply grateful to each 
of you, our sponsors, donors and community members, for joining us tonight in 
support of our mission to uplift students and expand access to higher education. 
Your presence here plants powerful seeds of hope, and together, we’re helping those 
seeds grow into opportunity, achievement and lasting change.

Tonight, I’m especially honored to recognize two extraordinary leaders whose work 
is transforming communities across Oregon and beyond. Toya Fick, president and 
CEO of Meyer Memorial Trust, brings decades of leadership in education, policy, 
and racial, social and economic justice. Her commitment to systemic change and 
community-centered philanthropy continues to shape a more just future for Oregon. 

We are also proud to honor Marcy Bradley, chief community engagement and equity 
officer at the Oregon Community Foundation. Through her work, she helps guide 
OCF’s statewide efforts to support thriving, inclusive communities, ensuring that 
philanthropy is responsive, collaborative and grounded in the lived experiences of 
Oregonians. 

Both Toya and Marcy embody the spirit of service, advocacy and transformational 
leadership that aligns so deeply with UNCF’s mission. Their dedication inspires all of 
us and reminds us of the power of collective action.

Tonight is a celebration of community, commitment and the belief that every student 
deserves the chance to thrive. Thank you for being part of this journey and for helping 
us build a future filled with promise.

Linda Thompson-Black
UNCF Area Development Director Washington, Oregon and Alaska



Dear Donor, Friends and Colleagues: 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for the UNCF “A Mind Is...®” Each One Teach One 
Gala. Your presence this evening is a powerful testament to your belief in education, 
opportunity and the empowerment of future generations. 

Tonight, we gather not only to celebrate achievements, but to invest in dreams.

This year’s theme, “Seeds of Hope” represents the growth and development of our 
students.

Each scholarship supported, each student uplifted and each opportunity created through 
your generosity helps plant seeds that will grow into lasting change. 

UNCF has long stood as a pillar of hope, resilience and progress. Together, we are 
cultivating possibility, nurturing talent and building a legacy rooted in equity and 
excellence. 

With Much Gratitude, 

Michelle M. Harper
UNCF Portland Leadership Council Chair 



Contesa Diaz-Nicolaidis
Program Manager, Special Projects
Alaska Airlines

Contesa Diaz-Nicolaidis is a resident of Camas, Washington, and 
Las Vegas, Nevada, where she lives with her husband, Cristo, and 
their son, Andreas. Raised in a Cuban American family in Northeast 
Portland, she is a graduate of St. Mary’s Academy and the University 
of Oregon School of Journalism.

Contesa has spent more than 30 years as a flight attendant with 
Alaska Airlines and has worked extensively in Special Projects as a 
project manager, supporting initiatives across Community Marketing, 
Sales, Training, Recruitment, Brand Activation and Public Relations.

A dedicated labor and employee advocate, Contesa has served with 
AFA CWA as a union representative and as local executive chair 
of the Employee Assistance Program. She holds a Certified Labor 
Assistance Professional designation with an emphasis on mental 
health and substance use support.

Contesa is deeply committed to community leadership. She is a past 
president of the Portland Rose Festival Foundation and continues 
to serve the organization in a board capacity. She also serves on the 
board of Junior Achievement, Oregon and SW Washington, and is 
currently a member of the Portland UNCF Leadership Council.

GALA CO-CHAIR



Angela Nelson
Vice President of Equity and Parnerships
Travel Portland

Angela Nelson leads with purpose, passion, and a deep commitment 
to centering humanity in everything she does. Known for her ability 
to connect, inspire, and advocate, she has built a career rooted in 
service, equity, and creating opportunities for others to thrive.

A daughter of Flint, Michigan, Angela earned her degree in 
Management Information Systems from Grand Valley State 
University and later an MBA from Michigan State University’s Eli 
Broad College of Business, blending technical expertise with a 
people-centered leadership approach.

Her career spans IT, philanthropy, community engagement, and 
marketing. She previously served as the inaugural vice president of 
Multicultural Business Development at Experience Grand Rapids 
and now serves as vice president of equity and partnerships at 
Travel Portland. In this role, she works at the intersection of people, 
culture, and place, ensuring Portland is not only a destination people 
visit, but one where everyone feels seen, welcomed, and valued. Her 
work focuses on turning equity into action and building authentic, 
community-centered partnerships.

Angela is also deeply committed to service. She serves on the board 
of the Opening Villages Doors Foundation, supporting education 
initiatives in Kenya, and is an active member of the Portland 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She also 
contributes her leadership to organizations including the Black 
Business Association of Oregon and UNCF Portland.

A passionate global traveler, Angela has explored four continents 
and more than 20 countries. She is, at her core, a connector, builder, 
and advocate for inclusive, thriving communities.

GALA CO-CHAIR



Alicia Pinckney
Global Expert Apparel Excellence Designer
Jordan-Nike World Headquarters

Originally from Philadelphia, currently based in Portland, Alicia’s career 
has allowed her to call six cities/three countries home, including four 
years in Switzerland. Her foundation in sewing, art, and fashion, paired 
with a love of sneakers and sport, she built a career in lifestyle and 
sport apparel. She is currently an expert apparel designer at Jordan.

After graduating from Philadelphia University, Alicia earned a first place 
global scholarship sponsored by Vogue Italia to pursue her master’s 
degree at Domus Academy in Milan. With over 15 years of experience 
designing across PVH, Stone Island, AdidasSLD, and Timberland, she 
spent her final years at Timberland in Switzerland, where she led and 
grew the brand’s women’s apparel business. In 2021, she returned to 
the U.S. to design apparel for Jordan Brand.

Within Nike, Alicia serves as co-chair of the Women of the Black 
Employee Network, leading programming focused on career 
development, wellness, and community.

A multidisciplinary, philanthropic creative, Alicia explores art across 
mediums. In 2022, she debuted her first solo exhibition, As I Am, 
honoring Black women. Her art overall catalyzed the founding of the 
Black Talent in Design & Fashion Fund (@blacktalentfund). Since 2020, 
the fund has partnered with 13 corporate brands to support over 75 
Black students across the U.S. and Europe through scholarships, 
mentorship, and internships. In alignment with her philanthropic work, 
Alicia joined the UNCF PNW Board of Directors in 2025.

A committed community builder, Alicia shapes culture in Portland as a 
Soho House committee member and co founder of Black Girls Brunch 
Club PDX, which ran for four years, centering connection and joy for 
Black women.

GALA CO-CHAIR



50,000+
students attending more  
than 1,100 colleges and 
universities and receiving 
UNCF scholarships

37
HBCUs serving 
more than 50,000 
students

100,000+
annual donors including  
major companies, 
foundations  
and individuals

13,000+
scholarships awarded 
annually through more than 
400 programs

WHO WE ARE
SUPPORTING HBCUs  
AND STUDENTS IN NEED 
LEARN MORE  
UNCF.ORG/Seattle

Last year UNCF awarded 

$692,000 
to deserving students from 
the state of Washington.

ADVOCACY
for mission driven institutions 
and underrepresented
students

Scan this code to donate 
and support UNCF
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UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 2026
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The mission of the Portfolio Project is to increase 
the number of minority and low-income college and 
scholarship applicants. Our strategy is to ‘Engage, 
Enable, and Ensure’ that 11th and 12th-grade students 
of color are equipped with the tools, access, and 
exposure necessary to reach their dreams of attending 
universities, colleges, trade, and vocational schools. 
The Portfolio Project is a college and career readiness 
program that emphasizes increasing students’ 
knowledge about their options for higher education and 
careers. 

Since the program’s inception in 2006, the Portfolio 
Project has impacted more than 3,000 students through 
weekly sessions, including access to college admissions 
professionals, essay writing workshops, financial 
aid/financial literacy sessions, guest speakers, and 
mentorship from industry professionals. Throughout 
the program, UNCF has awarded more than $200,000 in 
scholarships to Portfolio Project participants. Over 85% 
of participants have been accepted into colleges and 
universities, many of whom are first-generation college 
students.

We are proud of our expanding programs, which include 
increased school partnerships, the Black Student 
Success Summit, Black Baccalaureate and HBCU 
College Tour, a college and career fair, educational 
workshops, internships, and company tours. This 
impactful work is made possible through your generous

•	14-Week College Preparatory Program

•	Mentorship From Industry Professionals

•	UNCF College and Career Fair

•	HBCU College Tour

•	UNCF Scholarship Awards Program

•	Summer Enrichment Workshops

•	 Internships / H.I.R.E.  
(Helping Interns Reach Excellence) Program

•	Essay Writing Workshops

•	Financial Aid and Financial Literacy Workshops

•	Access to College Admissions Professionals

•	Guest Speakers

•	Company Tours

THE PORTFOLIO PROJECT INCLUDES:



UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 2026

SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to Portland Community College and Jefferson 
High School for providing space for our students to gather, learn, 
and grow. Thank you to all our partners, mentors, students, and 
families. Your support makes all the difference, and we are grateful 
for your dedication to the mission of the Portfolio Project. Together, 
we are creating a brighter future for the next generation.

If you or someone in your 
network is interested in 
investing in the success of our 
students, we encourage you 
to sign up to become Portfolio 
Project staff or a mentor.

For questions or to get 
involved, please contact 
Portfolio.Project@UNCF.org 

Chinwe O. Davis
Amayah-Rae Thomas
Amira Lynn Harper-Grant
Jayla Bartholomew
Ahni Powell
Aleeyah Rhodes
Amarilis Garcia-McMillian
Ava Simone Cabine

Briah JoAnn Hopson
Gilford Sincere Nathan
Jaamir Roberson
Joe Wamunyu
Kimora Morris
Mahtida Lynn Sillah
Mandy Louise MacKellar
Naomi Cephus

Naomi Renee Jackson
Nia Milan Moore
Oliver Williamson
Sariyah Kelley
Sofia Elise Bakari

2026 UNCF Portfolio Project Scholarship Recipients



UNCF’s mission is to build a robust and nationally recognized pipeline of under-represented students 
who, because of UNCF support, become highly qualified college graduates and to ensure that our 
network of 37 member HBCUs is a respected model of best practices in moving students to and 
through college. UNCF administers more than 400 programs, including scholarship, internship and 
fellowship, mentoring, summer enrichment and curriculum, and faculty development programs. 
UNCF envisions a nation where all Americans have equal access to a college education that 
prepares them for rich intellectual lives, competitive and fulfilling careers, engaged citizenship 
and service to our nation. Today, UNCF supports more than 50,000 students at over 1,100 colleges 
and universities across the country. For more information, go to UNCF.org.

UNCF-MEMBER INSTITUTIONS

Allen University Columbia, SC

Benedict College Columbia, SC

Bennett College Greensboro, NC

Bethune-Cookman University Daytona Beach, FL

Claflin University Orangeburg, SC

Clark Atlanta University Atlanta, GA

Dillard University New Orleans, LA

Edward Waters University Jacksonville, FL

Fisk University Nashville, TN

Florida Memorial University Miami, FL

Huston-Tillotson University Austin, TX

Interdenominational Theological Center Atlanta, GA

Jarvis Christian University Hawkins, TX

Johnson C. Smith University Charlotte, NC

Lane College Jackson, TN

LeMoyne-Owen College Memphis, TN

Livingstone College Salisbury, NC

Miles College Birmingham, AL

Morehouse College Atlanta, GA

Morris College Sumter, SC

Oakwood University Huntsville, AL

Paine College Augusta, GA

Philander Smith University Little Rock, AR

Rust College Holly Springs, MS

Saint Augustine’s University Raleigh, NC

Shaw University Raleigh, NC

Spelman College Atlanta, GA

Stillman College Tuscaloosa, AL

Talladega College Talladega, AL

Texas College Tyler, TX

Tougaloo College Tougaloo, MS

Tuskegee University Tuskegee, AL

Virginia Union University Richmond, VA

Voorhees University Denmark, SC

Wilberforce University Wilberforce, OH

Wiley University Marshall, TX

Xavier University New Orleans, LA



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

I N S P I R E  C I R C L E

D R E A M  C I R C L E

S U S T A I N I N G  C I R C L E

E M P O W E R  C I R C L E

Janelle Bynum
Representative



Outstanding 
Foundation 
Leader of the Year 
AWARD

FREDERICK D. PATTERSON

Marcy Bradley is a distinguished nonprofit leader 
and steadfast advocate whose life’s work is rooted in 
community, belonging, and transformative justice. For 
more than three decades, she has worked alongside 
Oregon’s children, youth, and families to expand 
opportunity, challenge inequities, and help build 
systems that honor the dignity and potential of every 
person.

 currently serves as Chief Community Engagement 
and Equity Officer at the Oregon Community 
Foundation, where she leads statewide, community-
informed grantmaking that addresses Oregon’s most 
pressing challenges. Her work centers the voices 
and experiences of communities most impacted 
by systemic barriers, advancing solutions that not 
only meet immediate needs but also transform the 
conditions that create inequity.

Across her career, Marcy has guided the development 
and implementation of initiatives spanning early 
childhood school readiness, K–12 success, college 
access, career pathways, workforce development, and 
family stabilization. Grounded in the belief that thriving 
communities are built through collective care and 
shared responsibility, she champions approaches that 
invest in people, strengthen relationships, and create 
pathways for healing, opportunity, and long-term 
impact.

Marcy’s leadership reflects a deep commitment to 
justice, compassion, and collective well-being. She is 
known for fostering collaboration across differences, 
holding space for honest dialogue, and advancing 
strategies that repair harm while building more 
inclusive systems. Through her vision and partnership, 
she continues to help shape an Oregon where all 
children and families not only succeed but feel a true 
sense of belonging.

She holds a master’s degree in education from Boston 
University.

Her impact has been recognized through numerous 
honors, including the Elevate Oregon Marcy Bradley 
Award for Black Women in Leadership, recognition 
by the Portland Business Journal as a Woman of 
Influence, inclusion among the 100 Black Leaders in 
Portland, designation as a Soul of the City honoree 
by Self Enhancement Inc., and recognition as a 2025 
honoree by the Oregon Alliance of Black School 
Educators for the Dr. Ernest Hartzog Legacy Award.

UNCF is proud to honor Marcy Bradley for her 
leadership, vision, and deep commitment to 
strengthening communities across Oregon. As Chief 
Community Engagement and Equity Officer at the 
Oregon Community Foundation, Marcy plays a key 
role in advancing equitable philanthropy, building 
meaningful partnerships, and ensuring that resources 
reach the people and places that need them most. 
Her dedication to expanding opportunity and uplifting 
underserved communities reflects the heart of UNCF’s 
mission, and we are grateful to recognize her impact 
and contributions.

Marcy Bradley 
Chief Community Engagement and Equity Officer, Oregon Community Foundation



Outstanding 
Foundation 
Leader of the Year 
AWARD

FREDERICK D. PATTERSON

Toya Fick is a strategist, changemaker, and 
collaborative leader whose work is grounded in 
equity, impact, and a deep commitment to Oregon’s 
communities. She serves as President and CEO of 
Meyer Memorial Trust, stepping into the role at a 
pivotal moment as the organization advances its bold 
mission: to accelerate racial, social, and economic 
justice for the collective well-being of Oregon’s lands 
and peoples. 

With a track record of transformative organizational 
leadership and long-standing relationships across 
the state, Toya brings both vision and pragmatism 
to complex challenges. Toya previously served on 
Meyer’s Board of Trustees for more than six years, 
including as Chair during the overlapping crises of 
2020—historic wildfires, a global pandemic, and the 
national reckoning with racial injustice following the 
killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna 
Taylor, and others. In that moment, Toya played a 
primary role in Meyer’s launch of Justice Oregon for 
Black Lives - Meyer’s largest initiative in history, a 
five-year, $25 million investment in Black-led and 
serving organizations. 

Before her CEO appointment, Toya was Oregon 
Executive Director at Stand for Children, where she 
drove lasting policy change and built bipartisan 
coalitions in support of student success. She was 
a key architect of Measure 98, a voter-approved 
initiative that infused billions of dollars into Oregon’s 
high schools. The measure catalyzed a 40% increase 
in career and technical programs and contributed to 
a six-point jump in graduation rates, especially for 
students of color and low-income students. Toya also 
helped create the Center for High School Success, 

now active in nine states and serving more than 89 
districts and 50,000 students. She played a central 
role in the creation and passage of Oregon’s Student 
Success Act, a landmark $2 billion investment in 
education equity and school improvement. 

A first-generation college graduate, Toya was born 
and raised in rural Louisiana and earned her degree 
from the University of Chicago. She began her 
career as a middle school educator before joining 
the legislative staff of then–Senator Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. She relocated to Oregon in 2010 and quickly 
made it home. 

In addition to her role at Meyer, Toya has served 
on the boards of the University of Oregon, the 
International Women’s Forum – Oregon, and 
Foundations for a Better Oregon. She is also a proud 
mother of two and considers parenting her most 
rewarding role of all.

UNCF is proud to honor Toya Fick for her outstanding 
leadership and unwavering commitment to advancing 
equity in education and opportunity. As President 
and CEO of Meyer Memorial Trust, Toya has 
championed transformative initiatives that strengthen 
communities, expand access, and drive meaningful, 
long term change. Her dedication to creating a more 
just and inclusive future reflects the very mission we 
strive to uphold, and we are grateful to recognize her 
impact and partnership.

Toya Fick
President and CEO, Meyer Memorial Trust
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EVENT PLATFORM 

OneCause

EVENT PLANNER 

Olga Richardson

EVENT PRODUCTION 

Avenue Portland

PORTFOLIO PROJECT LEADERSHIP  

Dallas Richardson  
Program Manager 
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H.I.R.E. Program Coordinator 
College Tour Manager
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Student Success Facilitator

Lynn Mangum 
Student Success Facilitator

AUCTIONEER
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DECOR

Wishing Upon A Star

CONSULTANT
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Special Projects
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Dr. Keith Dempsey 
Therapist, Trainer, Speaker 
Keith Dempsey Counseling and Consulting

ASSISTANT EMCEE

Cyprus Richardson  

ENTERTAINMENT 

Student Soloist 
Michaela Rochelle Dean 
Junior, Grant High School

Musician 
Pastor Michael Dean Sr. 
Lead Pastor 
Eastside Imago Dei Community 

Program and After Party DJ

DJ Michael Morris

UNCF PNW LEADERSHIP

Linda Thompson-Black  
Area Development Director 

Cathy Dupe 
Development Director 

Rene Boswell 
Administrative Assistant



Leading the  
way with care
Alaska is committed to showing up 
with care everywhere we fly.

We’re proud to support UNCF.





MAKE A  
 DIFFERENCE
Kaiser Permanente is proud to support  

the United Negro College Fund.

All plans offered and underwritten by Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Northwest. 500 NE Multnomah St., 
Suite 100, Portland, OR 97232. ©2022 Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Northwest. 90
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WINGS AIMS TO EMPOWER YOUTH 

AND LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD 

THROUGH EDUCATION,  

MENTORSHIP AND ACCESS.

JORDAN.COM

WINGS AIMS TO EMPOWER YOUTH AND LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD 
THROUGH EDUCATION, MENTORSHIP AND ACCESS.

JORDAN.COM



2026 UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 

JORDAN WINGS SCHOLAR

Congratulations!
TO OUR

Amayah-Rae Thomas 
Jefferson High School 

Thank you Jordan Brand 
for this wonderful opportunity!



Congratulations!
2026 UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 

SHELIA SEARIGHT LEGACY 
SCHOLARS 

Thank you Shelia Searight for your continued
support and this wonderful opportunity!

Gilford Sincere Nathan 
David Douglas High School 

Naomi Jackson 
Seton Catholic

TO OUR



Congratulations!
2026 UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 

PGE FOUNDATION  
SCHOLARS  

Thank you PGE 
for this wonderful opportunity!

Joe Wamunyu 
Liberty High School 

Aleeyah Rhodes 
Northwest Academy

TO OUR



THANK YOU
When you invest in a student by contributing to UNCF,
you make an investment in Better Futures® for us all.

A portion of the funds raised will support the portfolio project. 

TAG US ON YOUR SOCIAL NET WORK

@UNCF #UNCFPacificNW

Scan this code to donate 
and support UNCF

United Negro College Fund
701 Fifth Ave. 
Suite 3545 
Seattle, WA 98104

Linda Thompson-Black 
Area Development Director

Cathy Dupe
Development Director 

Michelle Harper
UNCF Portland Leadership Council Chair

SUPPORTING HBCUs AND STUDENTS IN NEED LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG/Seattle


