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Distinguished Dignitaries

Nick Brown
Attorney General
Washington State

Dr. Angela Griffin
CEO 
Byrd Barr Place

Shon Barnes
Chief of Police 
City of Seattle

April Berg
Washington State  
Representative

Beverly Anderson 
President and CEO  
BECU

Toshiko Hasegawa
Seattle Port  
Commissioner

Alex Ricketts
Chief of Staff
Seattle Police Department

Judge LeRoy McCullough
King County  
Superior Court

Harold D. Scoggins
Fire Chief
City of Seattle 

Bonnie Glenn
Director, Seattle Office of 
Police Accountability 

Erika Evans
City Attorney 
City of Seattle 

Ben Minicucci
CEO
Alaska Airlines



Distinguished Dignitaries

Melissa  
Waggener Zorkin
Global CEO and Founder
WE Communications

Honorable Faye Chess
Seattle Municipal Court

Debora Juarez
Seattle City Council

Katie Wilson
Mayor 
City of Seattle

Girmay Zahilay
King County Executive

Jaison Elkin
Chairman of Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe

Claudia Kauffman
Washington State 
Senator

Robert J. Jones
President
University of Washington

Sheila Edwards Lange
Chancellor at University 
of Washington Tacoma

Honorable 
Anita Crawford-Willis
Administrative Law Judge, 
City of Seattle

Congratulations 
on over 22 years of 
service as Judge 
Pro Tempore 
in King County 
District Court.

Jamila Taylor
Washington State House 
of Representatives
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The Evening’s Program

RECEPTION/SILENT AUCTION

OPENING SELECTION  
Featuring  
Zach Bruce and the NSB Band

EMCEE  
Jordan Babineaux 
International Best-Selling Author

INVOCATION  
Rev. Dr. Margaret Spearmon  
Reverend,  
First AME Church

TRIBUTE TO LENNY WILKINS  
Delivered by  
Linda Thompson-Black 
Pacific Northwest Area Development Director, 
UNCF

MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL OFFICE  
Maurice Jenkins Jr. 
Executive Vice President,  
Chief Development Officer, UNCF

DINNER
WELCOME AND SPONSOR APPRECIATION  
Linda Thompson-Black

WELCOME AND  
CO-CHAIR ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
Jack McCullough 
Founding Principal,  
McCullough Leary PLLC

Sandy McCullough 
Community Advocate

James Thomas 
Vice President,  
BECU Organizational Equity, Inclusion  
and Belonging

OUTSTANDING CORPORATE LEADER  
OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Beverly Anderson 
CEO, BECU

Tod Leiweke 
CEO, Seattle Kraken

Presented by 
Linda Thompson-Black 

MUSIC SELECTION  
Zach Bruce and the NSB Band 

PORTFOLIO PROJECT  
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PRESENTATION  
Dallas Richardson 
Portfolio Project Mananger

PORTFOLIO PROJECT STUDENT SPEAKERS  
John Kai Dupe’ 
Senior, Redmond High School

Princess Green 
Senior, Garfield High School

Sydney Heidelberg 
Senior, Skyline High School

Neva-Nataia Briana Lowery 
Senior, University Prep

Pierce Thorn 
Senior, Interlake High School

STUDENT SINGER  
Maya Russell 
Senior, Holy Names Academy 

LIVE AUCTION 
RAISE THE PADDLE “THE ASK”  
Gee Scott 
Never Quit LLC

CLOSING REMARKS  
Linda Thompson-Black

DANCE, DANCE, DANCE 
Axzavor Dill, DJ



Greetings,

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I welcome each of you to the UNCF 
Seattle “A Mind Is…”® Gala.  Your presence here reflects a profound commitment 
to the power of education and the belief that together, we can build a brighter 
future for our communities.

As we gather in this space, let us take a moment to acknowledge the incredible 
journeys that have brought us here. Each of you represents the collective hope 
and aspiration of countless students striving for excellence. Your dedication 
to supporting their educational endeavors is not just commendable; it is 
transformative.

To all our sponsors, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you. Your commitment to 
this mission not only changes lives but also inspires others to join in this vital 
work. Together, we are lighting the way to promise and prosperity while fostering a 
culture of empowerment and achievement.

As we engage in today’s activities, let us remember the impact of our collective 
efforts. Each conversation, each collaboration and each moment spent together 
strengthens our mission and enhances the lives of those we serve. The education 
and opportunities we provide are not just investments in individual futures, they 
are investments in the future of our communities and our nation.

Let us continue to inspire one another, share our stories and work together to 
make a lasting difference. Together, we can break down barriers and open doors 
for the next generation of leaders, thinkers and innovators.

Thank you for being here and for your belief in the mission of UNCF.

Warm regards,

Michael L. Lomax, Ph.D.
President and CEO, UNCF



Dear Friends,

Welcome to the UNCF Seattle Gala! I’m deeply grateful to each of you, our 
sponsors, donors and community members, for joining us tonight in support of our 
mission to uplift students and expand access to higher education.  Your presence 
here plants powerful seeds of hope, and together, we’re helping those seeds grow 
into opportunity, achievement and lasting change.

A special thank you to the Seattle Seahawks for honoring me with the Inspire 
Change - Changemaker of the Year award.  I’m humbled by the recognition and 
energized by the work we continue to do together.  I also want to thank NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell and the NFL for inviting me to attend Super Bowl LX.  
It was an unforgettable experience made even sweeter by our Seattle Seahawks’ 
incredible victory!

Tonight is a celebration of community, commitment and the belief that every 
student deserves the chance to thrive.  Thank you for being a part of this journey 
and for helping us build a future filled with promise.

With Deep Appreciation

Linda Thompson-Black
UNCF Area Development Director Washington, Oregon and Alaska



James Thomas
Vice President, 
Organizational Equity Inclusion and Belonging, BECU

James Thomas is a seasoned executive with more than 22 years 
of leadership experience, including over 16 years leading diversity, 
equity, and inclusion strategy across multiple industries. He 
serves as Vice President of Organizational Equity, Inclusion & 
Belonging at BECU, where he leads enterprise efforts to advance 
equity and belonging for employees, members, and communities. 
His portfolio also includes Sustainability, aligning environmental, 
social, and governance priorities with BECU’s mission to improve 
the financial well-being of its diverse membership.

Prior to BECU, James served as Director of DEI, 
Recognition, and Engagement at Alaska Airlines, where he 
embedded inclusive practices across business operations 
to enhance guest experience, employee engagement, and 
organizational performance. He also led Inclusion, Equity & 
Diversity strategy for Ste. Michelle Wine Estates and spent 
more than a decade at Nordstrom advancing DEI across the 
U.S., Canada, and Puerto Rico. Earlier in his career, he held 
operational leadership roles at Starbucks and Nordstrom, 
bringing a strong business lens to culture and inclusion work.

James holds a certification in Diversity Management from Cornell 
University, a bachelor’s degree in business administration from 
the University of Phoenix, and a graduate degree in Legal Studies 
from Arizona State University.

He currently serves on the Bellevue College Foundation Board of 
Directors. He previously served as a board member and Chair of 
the Board of Directors for City Year Seattle King County, and as a 
board member for the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce, Choices 
Education Group, Seattle Goodwill, and Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Puget Sound.

Outside of work, James enjoys being a husband and father, 
playing tennis, hiking, and riding his motorcycle.

GALA CO-CHAIRS



Sandy McVullough enjoyed a 30-year career 
in communications, beginning in television 
news and culminating as a partner in a public 
affairs consulting firm. She and her team were 
recognized for advancing organizational missions, 
implementing strategies for worldwide clients, 
and delivering impactful messaging across 
multiple business sectors.

For the past two decades, Sandy has shared her 
expertise on nonprofit boards focused on
education and leadership opportunities for 
women and girls. Elevating women leaders and
advancing strategic goals in the nonprofit sector 
reflect her deep commitment to building
community.

To serve the other side of her brain, Sandy began 
making and selling handcrafted jewelry in
2007. Her business allows her to source 
materials from around the world, create wearable 
art, and champion other women makers through 
collaborative pop-up events.

When she’s not working, Sandy and her husband 
Jack can be found traveling, golfing, hiking
with their rescue pup Lexi, sipping wine, and 
spending time with their adult sons.

John C. (“Jack”) McCullough is a founding 
principal of the law firm of McCullough Hill PLLC.  
Mr. McCullough holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Harvard College (1978) and a law degree 
from Harvard University (1982). He was a Harvard 
Commencement Orator in 1982.

Mr. McCullough has practiced for 37 years on 
behalf of landowners, users and developers 
throughout the state of Washington, emphasizing 
land use and real estate financing and 
development.

From 1989 to 2010, Jack was general counsel 
to the Downtown Seattle Association, where he 
was Chair for 2012-2014. In 2015, he brokered 
Seattle’s “Grand Bargain” on affordable housing 
and has since served as co-chair of Seattle 
For Everyone, the multi-interest stakeholder 
organization supporting the implementation of 
the Grand Bargain. In 2019, he negotiated an 
agreement with the City of Seattle, on behalf of 
Downtown property owners, regarding the size 
and implementation of the Central Waterfront  
LID project.

Sandy McCullough
Community Advocate

Jack McCullough
Founding Principal 
McCullough Hill PLLC

GALA CO-CHAIRS



UNCF PORTFOLIO PROJECT 2026
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The mission of the Portfolio Project is to increase the number of minority and low-income college and scholarship 
applicants. Our strategy is to ‘Engage, Enable, and Ensure’ that 11th and 12th-grade students of color are equipped 
with the tools, access, and exposure necessary to reach their dreams and aspirations of attending universities, 
colleges, trade, and vocational schools. The Portfolio Project is a college and career readiness program placing 
major emphasis on increasing knowledge about students options for college and careers. Since the program’s 
inception in 2006, the Portfolio Project has impacted more than 3,000 students through weekly sessions that 
include: access to college admissions professionals, essay writing workshops, financial aid/financial literacy 
workshops, guest speakers, and mentorship from industry professionals. Over the course of the program, UNCF 
has awarded more than $200,000 in scholarships to Portfolio Project participants. Over 85% of participants have 
been accepted in colleges and universities, many of whom are first-generation college students. 

•	 14-Week College Preparatory Program

•	 Mentorship From Industry Professionals

•	 UNCF College and Career Fair

•	 HBCU College Tour

•	 UNCF Scholarship Awards Program

•	 Summer Enrichment Workshops

•	 Internships / Hire  
(Helping Interns Reach Excellence) Program

•	 Essay Writing Workshops

•	 Financial Aid and Financial Literacy Workshops

•	 Access to College Admissions Professionals

•	 Guest Speakers

•	 Company Tours

THE PORTFOLIO 
PROJECT INCLUDES:

Sydney Heidelberg 
Senior, Skyline High School
Sammamish

Sydney actively participates in a 
variety of academic and cultural 
organizations, including the 
Seattle UNCF Portfolio Project.
Committed to community 
involvement, collaboration, 
and intellectual curiosity, 
Sydney plans to pursue a 
biology degree with a Mandarin 
minor and aspires to become 
a cardiothoracic surgeon. She 
has earned over $917,000 
in merit scholarships from 
nationally ranked universities 
and is awaiting her final 
college decision in April 2026. 
Inspired by her experience with 
the UNCF Portfolio Project, 
Sydney plans to partner with 
the program as an alumna and 
launch a science mentoring 
initiative for students aspiring to 
become physicians.

Pierce Thorn
Senior, Interlake High School 
Bellevue

Pierce has been in the Portfolio 
Project for the past 2 years, 
and the program has had a 
significant impact on himself 
and his family. Pierce is involved 
with his BSU, Jack n Jill of 
America Seattle Chapter, and 
the Interlake Track n Field sprint 
team. He has been accepted into 
North Carolina A&T, Prairie View 
A&M, Tennessee State University, 
Hampton University, and 
Tuskegee University and plans 
on studying civil engineering and 
environmental studies. Pierce is 
thankful for the Portfolio Project 
for many of the opportunities he 
has been given.



SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to Seattle University, Seattle Central College, 
First AME Church, and our newest partner, ACE Academy, for 
generously providing space for our students.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our Leadership Council 
for their unwavering support and commitment to advancing 
opportunities for our students. Your guidance and advocacy help 
strengthen the impact of the Portfolio Project year after year.

A special thank you to all our mentors who are truly dedicated 
to the vision and future of our students. Despite having lives 
and responsibilities outside of this program, they consistently 
show up every Saturday and beyond ready to make a 
meaningful difference.

We are also deeply grateful to our donors and sponsors 
whose generous investments make this work possible. Your 
support directly impacts the lives of students by opening 
doors to higher education, career exploration, and scholarship 
opportunities.

If you or someone in your network is interested in investing in 
the success of our students, we encourage you to sign up to 
become Portfolio Project staff or a mentor.

If you or someone in your 
network is interested in 
investing in the success of 
our students, we encourage 
you to sign up to become 
Portfolio Project staff or a 
mentor.

For questions or to get 
involved, please contact 
Portfolio.Project@UNCF.org 

Binetou Diop
Danite Esayas Habte
Fiori Alexis Archer
Isaac Elegan
Jaylah Tene-Danyaile Cage
Jordan C. Powell
Judah Emmanuel Doucettperry
Khmera Jade Swazer

Laila Bolton
Lazaya Adahe Howard
Maliyah Thomas
Neva-Nataia Lowery
Niyah Janae Thompson
Nyat Meharry
Pierce Ellis Thorn
Princess Teja’vell Faith Green

Sorin Joshua Smith
Sydney Yvonne Heidelberg
Zelma Quaynor
Jessie Gilmore II
Johnkai Ajala Dupe
Kennedy Elise Saunders
Naomi Beneyam
Andrew Boampong Owusu

2026 UNCF Portfolio Project 
Scholarship Recipients

Princess Green
Senior, Garfield High School 
Seattle

Princess has been a part of 
the Portfolio Project for two 
years, and is also involved in 
her community as a student 
activist, cheer captain, and 
Links Building S.T.E.A.M. Intern. 
Princess is grateful for UNCF’s 
exposure to HBCU connections 
and experiences and plans to 
attend Spelman College in the 
fall. Princess thanks the UNCF 
staff and volunteers for all of the 
dedicated support and advice 
that has allowed her to apply 
and soon attend college!

Neva-Nataia Briana Lowery 
University Prep
Seattle

Nev-Nataia is a published 
student journalist and 
accomplished artist with 
sixteen years of dance training, 
Neva-Nataia brings discipline, 
creativity, and a purpose-driven 
perspective to her storytelling 
and service. She has held several 
leadership roles with Jack and 
Jill of America, Incorporated, 
including Chapter Teen President 
and her current role as Far West 
Regional Teen Vice President. 
A proud second-year UNCF 
Portfolio Project Scholar, 
Neva-Nataia plans to attend a 
Historically Black College or 
University with aspirations of 
pursuing a career in corporate 
and entertainment law.

John Kai Dupe’ 
Remond High School
Redmond

John Kai is a two year scholar 
of the UNCF Portfolio Project, 
an experience he credits 
with building his confidence, 
strengthening his college 
readiness skills and inspiring 
genuine excitement about 
his future. As president of his 
school’s Black Student Union, 
he led thoughtful and engaging 
Black History Month programs 
for his peers and extended that 
work to a local elementary 
school, helping younger 
students learn, celebrate, and 
feel represented. Now accepted 
to Morehouse College, he 
plans to enroll in fall 2026 and 
continue his commitment to 
leadership, service, and uplifting 
his community. 



50,000+
students attending more  
than 1,100 colleges and 
universities and receiving 
UNCF scholarships

37
HBCUs serving 
more than 50,000 
students

100,000+
annual donors including  
major companies, 
foundations  
and individuals

11,000+
scholarships awarded 
annually through more 
than 400 programs

ADVOCACY
for mission driven institutions 
and underrepresented
students

WHO WE ARE SUPPORTING HBCUs  
AND STUDENTS IN NEED 
LEARN MORE  
UNCF.ORG/Seattle



Thank You to Our Gala Sponsors
P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C I R C L E
P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

I N S P I R E  C I R C L E

D R E A M  C I R C L E

L E G A C Y  C I R C L E

E M P O W E R  C I R C L E

S U S T A I N I N G  C I R C L E

At time of printing.



Outstanding 
Corporate Leader 
of the Year 
AWARD

UNCF Seattle is honored to recognize Beverly 
Anderson, President and Chief Executive Officer 
of BECU, as a 2026 recipient of the Frederick D. 
Patterson Corporate Leader of the Year Award.  Ms. 
Anderson’s distinguished career in financial services 
and her steadfast commitment to advancing equity 
and opportunity exemplify the leadership ideals 
championed by Dr. Patterson.

As President and CEO of BECU, the nation’s 
fourth largest credit union, Ms. Anderson leads an 
organization serving more than 1.4 million members 
with over $30 billion in assets.  Since joining BECU 
in 2022, she has guided the institution with a focus 
on financial well being, community investment, and 
member centered innovation.  In 2024, she was named 
one of the Most Powerful Women in Credit Unions, 
a recognition that reflects her influence and impact 
across the industry.

Ms. Anderson brings more than 30 years of leadership 
experience in banking and payments, having held 
senior executive roles at Equifax, Wells Fargo, and 
American Express.  She is a graduate of Florida A&M 
University, an HBCU, where she earned her B.S. in 
business summa cum laude, and she holds an MBA 
from Harvard Business School.  Her commitment to 
service extends beyond her executive role, she serves 
on the BECU Board of Directors and is an independent 
Board Director for Expedia Group, Accion, and the 
Harvard Business School African American Alumni 
Association.

UNCF Seattle is proud to honor Beverly Anderson 
for her exemplary leadership, her dedication to 
expanding pathways to financial empowerment, 
and her unwavering commitment to strengthening 
the communities she serves.  Her professional 
achievements and her service across multiple sectors 
reflect a deep belief in opportunity, equity, and 
collective progress.  We are pleased to recognize Ms. 
Anderson for the meaningful impact she continues to 
make in our region and beyond.

Beverly Anderson
CEO, BECU



Outstanding 
Corporate Leader 
of the Year 
AWARD

FREDERICK D. PATTERSON

UNCF Seattle is honored to recognize Tod Leiweke, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Seattle Kraken, as 
a 2025 recipient of the Frederick D. Patterson 
Corporate Leader of the Year Award.  Mr. Leiweke’s 
distinguished career and steadfast commitment to 
community advancement exemplify the values and 
legacy of Dr. Patterson.

As CEO of the Seattle Kraken, Mr. Leiweke has led 
the development of the National Hockey League’s 
32nd franchise and the creation of Climate Pledge 
Arena, the world’s most sustainable sports and 
entertainment venue.  This transformative $1.6 billion 
project represents the largest private investment 
in Seattle sports history and has reshaped Seattle 
Center as a hub of innovation, sustainability,  
and civic pride.

With more than 35 years of leadership across major 
professional sports, Mr. Leiweke has served as CEO 
for four major league organizations spanning the 
NHL, NFL, and MLS.  His national influence includes 
his tenure as Chief Operating Officer of the National 
Football League and his induction into the National 
Football Foundation Leadership Hall of Fame.

Mr. Leiweke’s dedication to community service is 
equally noteworthy. He chaired the largest United Way 
campaign in Seattle’s history and has been recognized 
as both Seattle’s 2024 Humanitarian of the Year and 
2024 Citizen of the Year.  His commitment to education 
and civic engagement is further reflected in his 
honorary doctorate degrees from Seattle University 
(2024) and the University of South Florida (2014).

UNCF Seattle proudly honors Tod Leiweke for his 
visionary leadership, his enduring commitment to 
community, and his exemplary embodiment of the 
principles championed by Dr. Frederick D. Patterson.

Tod Leiweke
CEO, Seattle Kraken



Seattle Leadership Council
Carmen Best 
Seattle Police, City Of Seattle 
(Retired)
Alison Fancis 
Costco Wholesale
Anna Connell 
PACAAR
Joelle Skaga Nausin 
Alaska Airlines
Sarah Keimig 
Alaska Airlines
La Shanda Hurst 
Microsoft
Jesse Rhodes 
Amazon
Shaude Moore 
Amazon
Dr. Al Black 
University of Washington  
(Retired)
Nicole Black 
Pettigrew Consulting
John Dockins 
Evergreen Health
Alia Black- Dockins	  
UNCF Leadership Council Chair

Chelsia Berry 
Seattle Central College
Ron Bennett 
Security National Mortgage
Sarita Carter	  
Seattle Seahawks
Dwane Chappelle	 
City of Seattle Department  
of Education
Isa Ellis	  
Gates Foundation
Heather Goldsmith	  
UNCF Leadership Council
Sean Greenlee	  
University of Washington
Kercedric Holley-Bell	  
US Bank (Retired)
Vivian Jackson	  
UNCF Leadership Council
Andrew Lui	  
Andersen Tax
Jack McCullough	 
McCullough Hill PLLC  
Anthony Metoyer	 
Boeing
Debra Smiley	  
Laird Norton Wetherby

Sabrina Smith	  
Columbia Bank
Flora Taylor	  
Seattle Kraken
Howard Brantley	  
Amazon
Angelina Howard	 
Amazon
Patrice Euell	  
Amazon
Marc Kurose	  
Ernst & Young
Carrie Calloaway Cardy	  
Key Bank
Lisa Simth	  
WE Communications
Leslie Harper-Miles	  
Hyflyers
Gabby Miles	  
Boeing
James Thomas	  
BECU
Phoebe Ash	  
Curly Sister



Portland Leadership Council
Tamara Brown 
The Commerce Bank of Oregon
Tiffany Dempsey 
Kairos PDX Elementary School 
Contesa Diaz-Nicolaidis  
Alaska Airlines 
Joy Fowler 
Multnomah County
Bob Gravely 
PacifiCorp 
Michelle Harper 
Portland Parks & Recreation Chair (Retired) 
Sheila Holden 
PacifiCorp (Retired)
Mimi Hunter 
Nike 
Keyanus Jacobo 
Nike 
Denise Johnson 
City of Gresham 
Shauncey Mashia 
Jordan Brand 

Kelly L. Michael 
Kaiser Permanente 
Larry Miller 
Jordan Brand 
Angela Nelson 
Travel Portland
Whitney Pettigrew 
Kaiser Permanente 
Alicia Pinckney 
Jordan Brand
Shelia Searight 
Intel
Patricia Simpson 
Nike 
Jo’Rita Williams 
Kaiser Permanente 
Jennifer Yocom  
NW Natural
Angel Reyes 
Key Bank

Acknowledgments
UNCF STAFF
Linda Thompson-Black, Area Development Director  
Gala Creative Director and Fundraiser

Cathy Dupe, Development Director  
Program Booklet Coordinator, Registration Manager 

Rene Boswell, Administrative Assistant 
Auction Coordinator 

EVENT LOGISTICS, VENUE AND  
DECOR COORDINATOR 
Olga Richardson

PORTFOLIO PROJECT STAFF 
Dallas Richardson, Program Manager 
Ninevah Lowery, H.I.R.E, Tour Coordinator,  
Registration Support 

CONSULTANTS
Reka Robinson, Portfolio Project Program Facilitator
Vivian Jackson, UNCF Support, Volunteer Coordinator,  
Registration Support, Auction Support

PRODUCTION 
Avenue Portland

IN-KIND DONATIONS 
Columbia Pacific, Wine

ENTERTAINMENT 
Jordan Babineaux, Emcee
Zach Bruce and the NSB Band, Music
Maya Russell, Student Singer 
Axzavor Dill, DJ
Cyprus Richardson, Hype Man

AUCTIONEER 
Gee Scott, Never Quit LLC

DÉCOR 
Wishing Upon A Star Creations
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CONGRATULATIONS

Linda Thompson-Black
Seattle Seahawks Inspire Change

Change Maker of the Year

n

CONGRATULATIONS

Linda Thompson-Black
Seattle Seahawks Inspire Change

Change Maker of the Year

Congratulations

Seattle Seahawks Inspire Change
CHANGE MAKER OF THE YEAR

Linda Thompson-Black





Allen University Columbia, SC
Benedict College Columbia, SC
Bennett College Greensboro, NC
Bethune-Cookman University Daytona Beach, FL
Claflin University Orangeburg, SC
Clark Atlanta University Atlanta, GA
Dillard University New Orleans, LA
Edward Waters University Jacksonville, FL
Fisk University Nashville, TN
Florida Memorial University Miami, FL
Huston-Tillotson University Austin, TX
Interdenominational Theological Center Atlanta, GA
Jarvis Christian University Hawkins, TX
Johnson C. Smith University Charlotte, NC
Lane College Jackson, TN
LeMoyne-Owen College Memphis, TN
Livingstone College Salisbury, NC
Miles College Birmingham, AL
Morehouse College Atlanta, GA

Morris College Sumter, SC
Oakwood University Huntsville, AL
Paine College Augusta, GA
Philander Smith University Little Rock, AR
Rust College Holly Springs, MS
Saint Augustine’s University Raleigh, NC
Shaw University Raleigh, NC
Spelman College Atlanta, GA
Stillman College Tuscaloosa, AL
Talladega College Talladega, AL
Texas College Tyler, TX
Tougaloo College Tougaloo, MS
Tuskegee University Tuskegee, AL
Virginia Union University Richmond, VA
Voorhees University Denmark, SC
Wilberforce University Wilberforce, OH
Wiley University Marshall, TX
Xavier University of Louisiana New Orleans, LA

UNCF is the nation’s largest and most effective minority education organization. To 
serve youth, the community and the nation, UNCF supports students’ education and 
development through scholarships and other programs, strengthens its 37 private 
member colleges and universities and advocates for the importance of minority 
education.  UNCF institutions and other historically black colleges and universities 
are highly effective, awarding 18% of African American baccalaureate degrees. UNCF 
administers more than 400 programs, including scholarship, internship and fellowship, 
mentoring, summer enrichment and curriculum and faculty development programs. 
Today, UNCF supports more than 50,000 students at over 1,000 colleges and universities 
across the country. Its logo features the UNCF torch of leadership in education and its 
widely recognized motto, “A mind is a terrible thing to waste.”® Learn more at UNCF.org.

UNCF-MEMBER INSTITUTIONS



Celebrating 
the Life and Legacy

Lenny Wilkens
1937-2025
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congratulations
UNCF     on the success of this year’s 
Portfolio Project! Your admirable 
dedication to providing students with 
scholarships and various educational 
pathways continues to make a 
significant impact.



ADVANCING EDUCATION 
AND EQUITY TOGETHER
At BECU, inclusion and empowerment are core to our mission. 
That’s why we’re a proud sponsor of UNCF. 
 
As a not-for-profit cooperative, we believe education and financial 
access are the foundation of opportunity. And opportunity is what allows 
individuals, families, and communities to thrive. 
 
Education opens doors. It gives students the confidence to dream bigger, 
the tools to make informed decisions, and the ability to shape their 
own futures. When access to education expands, so does possibility. 
 
Supporting UNCF is just one of the ways BECU turns our values into 
action in our community, helping create pathways to progress for 
underserved young people and lasting impact for generations 
of students to come.

Learn more at becu.org/community





Empowering our communities
We’re proud to support UNFC. 
Together, we’re creating a bright future 
for all youth in our community. Symetra

EmpowersSM

Communitieswww.symetra.com/community 
Symetra® is a registered service mark and Symetra EmpowersSM is a service mark of Symetra Life Insurance Company.



WINGS AIMS TO EMPOWER YOUTH 

AND LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD 

THROUGH EDUCATION,  

MENTORSHIP AND ACCESS.

JORDAN.COM



Leading the
way with care

Proud to support UNCF Seattle Gala.

Proud sponsor of the 2026 UNCF
“A Mind is...” Gala

Andersen.com

Andersen provides a wide range of tax,
valuation, financial advisory, and related
consulting services to individuals, families,

businesses, and funds.

@Andersen_USAndersenUS @AndersenUS

Empowering Education at Every Level 

Microsoft partners with schools, colleges, 
universities, and nonpro�ts across Washington 
to expand access to technology, digital skills, and 
learning opportunities—preparing Washington 
students for the jobs of tomorrow right here at 
home. Because every learner deserves the tools  
to succeed and a future full of possibilities

We. Communications 
proudly supports UNCF

Together, shaping 
a bright future.
wecommunications.com/careers



THANK YOU
When you invest in a student by contributing to UNCF,
you make an investment in Better Futures® for us all.

A portion of the funds raised will support the portfolio project. 

TAG US ON YOUR SOCIAL NET WORK

@UNCF #UNCFPacificNW

Scan this code to donate 
and support UNCF

SUPPORTING HBCUs AND STUDENTS IN NEED LEARN MORE UNCF.ORG/Seattle

United Negro College Fund
701 Fifth Ave. 
Suite 3545 
Seattle, WA 98104

Linda Thompson-Black 
Area Development Director

Cathy Dupe
Development Director 


