
Culturally 
Relevant Practice:

 A Reading List

UNCF FREDERICK D. PATTERSON RESEARCH INSTITUTE



1 CULTURALLY RELEVANT PRACTICE:     IMPLEMENTATION AMONG HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Equity Centered Research Practices, Theories,
& Methodologies Reading List
Cho, S., Crenshaw, K. W., & McCall, L. (2013). Toward a field of intersectionality studies: Theory, 
applications, and praxis. Signs: Journal of women in culture and society, 38(4), 785-810.

Collins, P. H. (2002). Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of 
empowerment. London: Routledge.

Collins, P. H., & Bilge, S. (2020). Intersectionality. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. 

Cooper, B. C. (2015). Love no limit: Towards a black feminist future (in theory). The Black 
Scholar, 45(4), 7-21.

Cooper, B. C., Morris, S. M., & Boylorn, R. M. (2017). The crunk feminist collection. The Feminist 
Press. 

Cooper, B. (2018). Eloquent rage: A black feminist discovers her superpower. New York: St. 
Martin’s Press. 

Crenshaw, K. (1990). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence 
against women of color. Stanford Law Review, 43, 1241. 

Crenshaw, K. W. (2017). On intersectionality: Essential writings. New York: The New Press.

Crenshaw, K., Gotanda, N., Peller, G., & Thomas, K. (1995). Critical race theory: The key writings 
that formed the movement. New York: New Press.

Croom, N., & Patton, L. (2011). The miner's canary: A critical race perspective on the represen-
tation of Black women full professors. Negro Educational Review, 62-63(1-4),13-39. 

Davis, L. P., & Museus, S. D. (2019). What is deficit thinking?: An analysis of conceptualizations 
of deficit thinking and implications for scholarly research. Currents, 1(1), http://dx.-
doi.org/10.3998/currents.17387731.0001.110.

Delgado, R., Stefancic, J., & Harris, A. (2012). Critical Race Theory: An Introduction, Second 
Edition. New York; London: NYU Press. 

Evans-Winters, V. E. (2019). Black feminism in qualitative inquiry: A mosaic for writing our daugh-
ter's body. London: Routledge.

Evans-Winters, V. E., & Esposito, J. (2010). Other people's daughters: Critical race feminism and 
Black girls' education. Educational Foundations, 24, 11-24.

Harper, S. R. (2010). An anti-deficit achievement framework for research on students of color in 
STEM. New Directions for Institutional Research, 2010(148), 63-74. 

Harper, S. R. (2012). Race without racism: How higher education researchers minimize racist 
institutional norms. The Review of Higher Education, 36(1), 9-29.

Harper, S. R., Carini, R. M., Bridges, B. K., & Hayek, J. C. (2004). Gender differences in student 
engagement among African American undergraduates at Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. Journal of College Student Development, 45(3), 271-284. 

Harper, S. R., Patton, L. D., & Wooden, O. S. (2009). Access and equity for African American 
students in higher education: A critical race historical analysis of policy efforts. The Journal of 
Higher Education, 80(4), 389-414 



2 CULTURALLY RELEVANT PRACTICE:     IMPLEMENTATION AMONG HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Equity Centered Research Practices, Theories,
& Methodologies Reading List, Cont.
Harris, J. C., & Patton, L. D. (2019). Un/doing intersectionality through higher education research. 
The Journal of Higher Education, 90(3), 347-372.

Haynes, C., Joseph, N. M., Patton, L. D., Stewart, S., & Allen, E. L. (2020). Toward an Understand-
ing of Intersectionality Methodology: A 30-Year Literature Synthesis of Black Women’s Experiences 
in Higher Education. Review of Educational Research, 90(6), 751–787. https://-
doi.org/10.3102/0034654320946822

hooks, b. (1989). Talking back: Thinking feminist, thinking black (Vol. 10). Boston: South End Press.

hooks, b. (2014). Ain't I A Woman: Black women and feminism. New York, NY: Routledge.

Hughes, R., & Giles, M. (2010). CRiT walking in higher education: Activating critical race theory in 
the academy. Race Ethnicity and Education, 13(1), 41-57.

King, J. E. (2017). Education research in the Black liberation tradition: Return what you learn to the 
people. The Journal of Negro Education, 86(2), 95-114.

King, J. E. (Ed.). (2006). Black education: A transformative research and action agenda for the new 
century. New York: Routledge.

Ladson-Billings, G., & Tate IV, W. F. (1995). Toward a Critical Race Theory of Education. Teachers 
College Record, 97(1), 47-68.

Patton, L. D., & Harper, S. R. (2003). Mentoring relationships among African American women in 
graduate and professional schools. New Directions for Student Services, 2003(104), 67-78.

Patton, L. D., Harper, S. R., & Harris, J. C. (2015). Using critical race theory to (re)interpret wide-
ly-studied topics in U.S. higher education. In A. M. Martinez Aleman, E. M. Bensimon, & B. Pusser 
(Eds.), Critical approaches to the study of higher education (pp. 193-219). Baltimore, MD: Johns 
Hopkins University Press.

Patton, L., & Haynes, C. (2018). Hidden in plain sight: The Black women’s blueprint for institutional 
transformation in higher education. Teachers College Record, 120(14), 1-18.

Patton, L. D., McEwen, M., Rendón, L., & HowardHamilton, M. F. (2007). Critical race perspectives 
on theory in student affairs. New Directions for Student Services, 2007(120), 39-53.

Patton, L. D., Njoku, N. R., & Rogers, J. (2014) Black feminist thought and examining the experienc-
es of Black graduate women in the academy. In V.A. Anfara and N.T. Mertz (Eds.), Theoretical 
Frameworks in Qualitative Research (pp. 62-79). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Taylor, E., Gillborn, D., & Ladson-Billings, G. (2009). Foundations of critical race theory in education.

Wing, A. K. (Ed.). (1997). Critical race feminism: A reader. NYU Press.

This reading list is adopted from the report Culturally Relevant Practice: Implementation at HBCUS 
and conversation between N. Njoku, L. Owens, L.D. Patton, and V. Evens-Winters. The list was 
composed by FDPRI staff K. Copridge, N. Njoku, and L. Owens.




